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FEAR 0 3 as Hive ear -0 
carub ] for ther Lord hath. ſpoken : 
I uxue nouriſhed and brought uh chil- 
dien, and tbey have rebelled againſt me v. 
Is this complaint true of the children 
under the firſt covenant; and not alſo 
of the children under the ſecond: cove- 


nant? Vea of thee O Chriſtendom at this 


day are theſe words to be underſtood with 
more emphatical application; for towards 
thee the Lord hath exereiſed loving kind- 
neſs in a far greater meaſure than towards 


his former Hrael; towards thee his vifita- 


tions of ' mercy and love have been more 
abundant, - his manifeſtations clearer; his 
miniſtrations more glorious. He had com- 
paſſion on thee when thou ſatteſt in dark- 


neſs and in the ſhadow of death, and cal- 


led thee to be his people who waſt not his 
people, and thee beloved who waſt not be- 
loved: nay, he who aforetime caſt out the 
heathen to make room for Iſrael his chofen 

| B  - aftet 
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(2) 
after the fleſh, rejected that rebellious Iſrael, 


into a ſpiritual Canaan, where the inheri. 


tance, the kingdom, the worſhip, the glory 


vvere to be all ſpiritual; not inſtructing thee 
by beggarly elements of this world, and 
figures of the truth, but with heavenly wiſ- 
dom; not giving thee fhadows, but the ſub- 
ſtance of good things.—Thus did he nou- 
Tiſh and bring thee up, and thy children 
within thee. And well didſt thou anſwer 
the care and loving kindneſs of the Lord in 
the day of thy eſpouſals, when thou didſt 
take thy Maker and thy Redeemer for thy 
huſband: thy renown went' forth among 
the heathen for thy beauty, for it was per- 
fect thro' the comlineſs which thy bride- 
groom had put upon thee *; and thou waſta 
plant of renown, of the Lord's own- plant- 
ing, taking root downwards and bringing 
forth much precious fruit upwards. How 
fervent was thy zeal, how ſtrong thy love, 
how invincible thy faith, how unwearied 
thy patience ! In vain did the lying ſpirit 


endeavour to ſeduce thee, for the ſpirit of 


diſcernment from the Lord was upon thee; 


thine eye being ſingle thy whole body . 
* 


* Ezekiel xvi. 


and adopted thee to be his ſpiritual Iſrael, 
leading thee out from thy ſpiritual Ægypt 
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(3) 
full of light, and therefore thou trietiſt them 
which ſaid they were apoſtles but were not, 
and didſt find them liars: nor could all the 
powers on earth ſhake thy conſtancy, for 
thro' grace it was proof againſt all the ma- 
lice and perſecutions of the enemy; thou 
waſt faithful unto death, and didſt ſeal the 
teſtimony of Jeſus, which thou hadſt re- 
ceived, with thy blood, | 
But alas, 3 ſoon didſt thou forſake thy 
firſt love and thy firſt works! the enemy 
which in. vain aſſaulted thy virtue with all 
the charms of heathen eloquence, in vain 
attempted to move thee from thy ſtedfaſt- 
neſs by the ſharpeſt ſufferings, and all the 
terrors of death, now aſſumes another 
ſhape, and endeavours to deceive with more 
ſpecious and more ſucceſsful wiles — He 
transforms himſelf into an angel of light, 
and comes cloathed with the form of god- 
lineſs, and that form decorated with worldly 
wealth and grandeur, bearing this motto 
—Length of days is in her right hand, and in 
ler left hand riches and honour : her ways are 
ways of” pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 
feace : which being underſtood: in a carnal 
ſenſe deceived: many; for the letter killetb, 
but the nor giveth life, 
B 2 Now 


al * *» TROP BE 
Now began the fatal apoſtacy from the 
ſpirit and life of Chriſtianity. Whilſt pro- 
feſſors were left in full poſſeſſien of the 
form, they were the more eafily tempted 
to quit the power of religion, and ſg gra- 
dually fell from the myſtery of "Godlinef 
into the myſtery of iniquity. The inward 
eys being dow turned outward, the hear 
was captivated with worldly- objects, and 
the underſtanding obey'd its motions ; for 
the-head-is governed by the heart, and wheo 
we have fixed our choice nothing: is' more 
eaſy: than to find a ſort of arguments both 
from reaſon and the letter of ſcripture to 
juſtify it. The worldly ſpirit being got into 
the form, Satan found eaſy entrance into 
the worldly ſpirit, for there is his kingdom, 
and ſo antichriſt, which began to work in 
the apoſtles days, now began to reign: thus 
all things went wrong apace; Sion, tho 
inwardly free, became outwardly captivein 
myſtic Babylon; the true Church mourned, 
the falſe church triumph'd.; the woman 
cloathed with the ſun, the ſpiritual * woman, 
- the Jeruſalem which is from above, was 
forced to flee into the wilderneſs, whilſt 
the whore mentioned in the Revelations 


_ forth the cup! of her fornication, 
wherewith 
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(is), 
wherewith ſhe made drunk the kings and 
inhabitants. of the earth, and the beaſt gave 
to her his power, and the rode upon the 
beaſt; and ruled in the earth, and drank 
the blood of the ſaints, and prevailed, Who 
can ſufficiently lament the darkneſs that co- 
red the earth during the apoſtacy of her 
reign? nay, who can ſay it is finiſhed ? for 
tho: many a time the true ſeed laboured to. 
free itſelf from the bondage - under which | 
it groaned, and to recover its ſpirit and life, | 
ſometimes i in one kind of reformation, ſome- 

times. ! in another, yet the wrong nature has 
al along got the better of the right nature 
i the ſtruggle, as to the generality: of pro- 
ſelſorz; for tho they experienced ſome kind - 
ings of life at the firſt, and went on well 
in the. ſtrength of it for a while, yet not 
continuing faithful to their leader; but mix- 
ing that which is of man with that which 
i 65 God, they by degrees loſt the power, 
and ſo only 8 the old principle in a 
new form: : they then went to fighting about 
their new forms, and for a uniformity which 
was worth juſt nothing, for a unity of form 
vithout the unity of the ſpirit has no bound. 
of true peace in it, nor bringeth any nearer to 
oe love of God or matf, as may appt 

B 3 from 
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from that when all Obriſtendom was agreed 
in the form of „there was perhaps 
as much of war, hatred and: ill-will in 
the world as now nor do ſuch who hold 
even the beſt form of religion, without the 
power, enough confider, that the love they 
bear to thoſe of their own particular church 
as ſuch; ariſes from its diſtinction from 
others, and therefore ſuch love ſpringing 
X from the multiplicity would be loſt in à to- 

tal uniformity; whereas they that are in the 
pure and living faith, and in that worſhip of 
the Father which is in ſpirit and in truth, 
they are in the true unity which varies not, 
for they have fellowſhip with the Father and 
with the Son thro' the ſpirit, and ire mem- 
bers one of another, tho'their external tnodes 
and practices in religion be not in all things 
the very fame. Such are the children of 
peace, and the ſalt of che earth in every na- 

tion under heaven. 

And here O ye rulers and potentates 
whether ye be call'd Catholic, Moſt Chriſtian, 
or by whatever other aſſumed title: when 
God ſhall. riſe up to make inquiſition for 
blood, how will you anſwer for that of your 
ſubjects which yon have ſpilt, only becauſe 
they could not bow down to your ſeveral opi- 

nions, 


(7) 
pinions, ceremonies and of human 
invention? Is this your way of making con- 

verts to Chriſt, by contradicting Chriſt's way 
and and dochine? Are racks, gibbets, and burn- 
ing, the methods preſcribed in che goſpel 
of bringing in true worſhippers to offer a 
free-will offering to the Lord in his tem- 


ple, or are they not ſnares for the tender 


and fearful in heart, and the moſt effeQual 
inſtruments to make them hypocrites like 
yourſelves, who, whilſt you are zealous for 
a form of Godlineſs, are yoid of the power 


thereof, void of that meekneſs, patience and 


charity, which are the power of God unto 
ſalvation; and if any man have not the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt herein, he is none of his. Take 
heed what you do, for judgment! in matters 
pertaining to conſcience is the ſole prero- 
gative of Chriſt, and perſecution on this ac- 
count he alloweth not ; nay, it will aſſuredly 
draw down wrath and vengeance on thoſe 
powers and governments which exerciſe it. 
And can I here forbear a word of rebuke to 
you the clergy, of whatever church or na- 
tion, that poiſon the minds of princes with 
this damnable doctrine of perſecution ſhame 
upon you ye wolves in ſheeps clothing, ye 
plague ſores of the earth, ye miniſters not 
B 4 of 
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gion have ſhed: moſt o the righteous blood 


all. Chriſtian prinpes fram ſuch evil coun- 
{cllors, and. praiſed he his name that this is 
bathe pr added to the number af ur 
Nator PAP mod onion tn hour itn 
_-Agajn.—The Lord. hath, 3 conmovery 
with you O ye. rulers in Chriftendom on 
righteouſneſs. . Hath he net ſet you. over 
the nations £0, miniſter; true judgment unto 
his people, and ordained you for 2 terror to 
evil.doers and for the praiſe of them that do 
well? How comes it to pals then that when 
en for judgment, behold oppreſſion, 
and for righteouſneſs . behold. a ery; for is 
not the cry of the injured entered into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and has he 
not jult cauſe to complain with the preacher, 
—*, T ſaw under the ſyn the place af judg- 
ment, that wickedneſs was there, and the 
place of righteouſneſs that iniquity was 
there ? And how is it that the great and 
wealthy, delinquent eſcapes with, impunity 
Whilſt the little one only ſuffers? To what 


purpale 


(9), 
purpoſe is all the formality and pomp N 
juſtice but to amuſe, if, as in religion foun 
law, the form hath eaten up the power 
if ſuch dilatory and expenſive proceedings 
are toleratad as are abundantly /ſufficient to 
weary- out the patience and break the heart 
of the poor client: if law in matters of ji 
tice be not the ſame with equity, and i 
where truth only. ſhould take! place, it be 
allow'd: to ſet forth deceit and dies, accond : 
ing to that maxim of unrighteouſneſs,=H#2 


— declare what ase will, and prove what e 


Vs not the law, by the corrupt pracs. 


— many that manage it, become the 
tod of oppreſſion in the hand of the rich fox 
the back of the poor, and when the former 
threatens, revenge and ruin to the litter. 
gan he do it more effectually than by ſuing 
him at the law, be his cauſe what it will! 
nay, are not ſuch like menaces, even without 
any explanation, commonly underſtood of 
ſuch proſecutions, as if law und ruin for a 
poor man were ſynonymous terms? Does 
the artleſs honeſt man know the ground he 
ſtands on when he has to do with the infi: 
nite frauds and tricks of the inſidious petty- 
fogger ? O fimplicity, how hard is thy lot 
hee ſubtlety bears rule] And can we any 

longer 
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(20) 
longer queſtion whether it he good policy as 
well as. chriſtian practice, after the letter, 
to give up the cloak alſo rather than to con- 
tend for the coat? But I muſt check a zeal 

for juſtice, which is perhaps whetted to a 
ſharper edge than common by knowing 
many poor lambs that have been ume 
wolves and foxes. Fig 

Are theſe things ſo, O ye ben of Chriſt 
endom, i in your ſeveral dominions ? Is judg- 
ment turned away backward, and does juſ- 
tice ſtand afar off! Is truth fallen in the 
ſtreet, - and cannot equity enter? O tell it not 
among the heathen, leſt the hands of the 
enemy be ſtrengthened, leſt they blaſpheme 
the ſacred name þy which we are called. 
Look well to it, for your power and autho- 
rity-are from God! And to this end hath 
he exalted you above your brethren, that, 
as his vicegerents you ſhould execute true 
judgment and righteouſneſs on the earth. 
Again. The Lord hath a controverſy 
with you O ye mighty ones on ambition. 
He hath placed you in power, and put the 
ſcepter of authority into your hands, to 
preſerve peace and good government in the 
world, and not to be as roaring lions and 
ranging bears, to terrify and annoy one ano- 


ther, 


(i) 
ther. Hath not God, in the diſtributions 
of his proyidence, ſet bounds to your domi 


mons? How is it then that ybu ſet none to 
your ambition? Hath not violence filled the 
earth by your means, whilſt you, meditate 
conqueſts frotii the riſing to the ſetting of 
the fun, and call in nations whoſe language 
you know not, nay ſuch as ſerve not the 
Lord of all Lords, to help with you in "the 
bloody work, Say, if there be any one 
corner in the earth, any uilinhabited iſland 
in its globe free from your ufurping claims 
where meek and $mple hearted chriſtians 
may find a refuge from your vexations and 
wars : if thete be, dolls ye. children of 
peace, and let us go thither; ſor better, far 
better is it to live in love, as Ch riſtians ſhould, 
tho on roots and water, than to feed on 
better fare with ſtrife and enmity, to groan 
under the harrow of oppreſſion, and to bow 
for bread at the gates of the proud and un- 
godly. How long you potentates, will 
ye continue to lay heavy burdens on your 
people, and to add poverty to war? How 
long will ye give cauſe to Turks and In- 
dians to ſay, fie upon theſe Chriſtians; how 
do they delight i in blood! Say, is a punctilio 
1 honour, ſome rivalſhip in falſe glory, 
worth 


= 


0 | 
worth the peace. and ueaſute of kingdom,. 
and the lives oY many thonſands of your ſub- 
jects? Do you know the end and iſſue of 
war, or do you underſtand how the courſe. 
of nature is ſet TR by the wrath and fury. 
of enrag d men, even ſo as ta produce. the 
moſt dreadful eftefts.in in nature? This latter 
queſtion is given to you philolgphers for ex- 
| planation, and the knowledge of electricity 
may help towards it: beware then ye 
wordly powers who have ſo great an influ 
ence on the paſſions of mankind, how ,you 
kindle a fire which you m 750 be able to 

juench! O change yo enſeleſs and un- 
Aheiltan maxims of Pane and glory for 
ſuch principles as will make, vou truly glo- 
rious and your people happy | And i 18 it not 
à time to conſider and be wiſe when the 
mighty God hath appeared to viſit for our 
Gange 60 ? and as he hath be gun, do 
we know where he will make an = ? Hath 
he not cloathed himſelf with terrible ma- 
jeſty, and have we not lately beheld moſt 
awful and wonderful ſigns of his diſpicaſure 
in the heavens. above, and in the earth be- 
neath, and in the waters under the earth}. 
O caſt down your crowns and lofty titles at 
his feet, for both you and, your kingdoms 
are 


# « 
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are but s a dieß of a bücket; OTE 

fmall duſt of Bene bete Hm But 
whilſt he thus arms himfelf with the crea- 
tion, and makes 1 the four elements the mis 
niſters of His wrath, are you not arming 
yourſelves, nation againſt nation, to ſhed 
chriſtian blood? Cannot the Lord do exe. 
cution.. enongh- without you, or hath 'he 
called upon you to help him to pluck up; 
and to pull down; and to deſtroy? Doth 
he cauſe the earth to tremble and ſhake un- 
der us, and cannot he make us to fear and 
tremble! Do we know where the earth will 
open next, and are we content to go down 
alive, into the pit with hatred and ven- 
geance in our hearts! Why, Sirs! be ex- 
horted in the name of God to be at peace 
whilſt his judgments are in the earth, leſt he 
be provok d to give the deſtroying angel full 
power over us! And what is all this conten- 
tion for? Is it for a little more earth in ſome 
diſtant part of the world, which perhaps 


you can neither people nor cultivate, dg 


perhaps at firſt ravag'd from poor Indians. 
Why, have you not land enough already! 
Or is it for more trade? What a coil and 
buſtle is kept up among you for more trade, 
as 8 if life a and falvation depended on it ! Is 
2 not 


OO Ur ü on . . 


1 


(14) 
not the ſea widen and the land large 
enough for you all, but you muſt go on 
fighting to engroſs the whole trade of it to 
yourſelves ? God gave to Iſrael his people a 
ſmall tract of country for their portion, ſmall 
indeed if compar'd to what you already 
poſſeſs, but a new diſcover'd world added 
to the old cannot afford room enough for 
Chriſtians. But O how little with godlineſs 
and contentment is ſufficient for a 1 
that fear the Lordi 

And herea word to you, O Portugal, ben 

tes bowels of compaſlien ! May the God of 
mercy comfort you in your preſent deſola- 
tions and diſtreſs, and repair your breaches ! 
But may you learn wiſdom from your cha- 
ſtiſement, and not to think that the God- 
head is like unto gold or ſilver, or ſtone 
graven by art, or man's device ; but that as 
God is a ſpirit, ſo he will be worſhipped i in 
ſpirit and in truth. Haſt thou not made 
Gold thy hope, and ſaid to the fine gold, 
thou art my confidence? And tho' other 
nations may have finned herein, after the 
likeneſs of thy tranſgreſſion, yet where the 
curſed thing is found in more tents than 
one, is not the Almighty juſtified, let him 
begin to puniſh where to him ſeemeth good? 
Think, 


( 15) 

Think, O Spain, O Portugal, of the mils 
lions of poor Indians that your forefathers 
butcher'd for the ſake of this gold! O is it 
not the price of blood that you bring into 
your treaſury? And may not this viſitation 
be in anſwer to the cry that is gone up 
againſt you on this account? Go not about 
to juſtify that execrable maſſacre by pre- 
tences of religion, which would be a dif- 
to the worſt religion.— It was their 

thirſt of gold, and not their zeal for God, 
that made them murderers; for the God of 
mercy is not glorified by cruelty, nor is in- 
humanity the. way to make converts to the 
goſpel of peace and love. Bleſſed Jeſus, 
how is thy ſacred name abuſed when made 
to ſerve with our ſins! Laſtly, be admo- 
niſhed, O Portugal, ſhould God vouchſafe 
to build again thy waſte places, to put away 
blood-guiltineſs from thee, even the ſhame 
of thy inquiſition, that reproach of thy 
country, that reproach of any country : 
How elſe wilt thou be able to anſwer in the 
judgment for thy unmercifulneſs before that 
God who is merciful and patient, tho' he 
be provoked every day? What haſt thou to 
do with another man's conſcience ? How 
knoweſt thou but he is juſtified rather than 
| thee ? 


i 1 


| (16) 
der d Ort if He be a caſt· away, whereföre 
doſt thou torment him before the time 8 
The Lord alſo hath a con with 
you Achvtopbels of the Chriſtian world, and 
the diſgrace of it; for the blodd that'is ſpit, 
and the miſchibfs that are done in the earth; 
are cauſed” chiefly by your advice and at 
your inſtigation. How many of you to en- 
rich yourſelves and families, to keep your: 
ſelves in power, or to indulge a ſhameful 
prodigality at the expence of the people 
abuſe the eat and confidence of your royal 
maſters, inftit into them groundleſs jea - 
houſſes of their ſubjects, and by the helps of 
ſuch miſrepreſentations make them to be- 
lie ve, that the ſupport of your creatures is 
the ſecurity of their thrones? Is it not hence 
that mem moſt eaſily practiſed on, and con- 
ſequently the worſt, are ſo often advanced 
to places of the higheſt truſt in every claſs 
of promotions? Hence that corruption hath 
been carried into a Science, and all things 
become venal; and hence that the virtue, 
the courage and the liberties of people have 
been loſt. Was not this the caſe of Sparta, 
of Carthage, and of ancient Rome? It was: 
and whatever people fall off from their civil 
and moral virtues, as they did, muſt expect 


to 
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den in ddt fone, And here, O ye po- 
liticians, how; grols is your error in ſepa- 


rating honeſty from policy! Would not 5 
ſtice and bettet anſwer the purpoſes of 
government? They would: for what have 


you gained by your ſubtle: arts: and ſerpen - 
tine wiſdom, but to teach one another the 
way. to deceive, and ſo to deſtroy all mu- 
tual good confidence? Hence it is that ne- 
gotiations are without ſatisfaction 
and without end Hence that treaties, are 
volated without conſcience, without ſcru- 
ple, and that diſtinctions, evaſions and equi- 
vocations have ſtolen away all meaning from 
language, and all ſecurity from compacts. 
Thus vice defeats the very end it drives at, 
and deſervedly becomes the parent of its 
own diſappointment and ſhame. And have 
you better conſulted the true intereſt of your l 
reſpeQtive countries, by encouraging an un- 
limited extent of commerce, and ſacrificing 
blood and treaſure without end to this your 
reign trade, whether promoted by peace or 
conqueſt, has ever been the undoing of na- 
tions, as the natural conſequence of this is 
luxury, which begets avarice, fraud and 
n to . it.— Hence eh 
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boch hy example ad temptatioh, " genera} 
depirtivation' "of miotals and? de of rell 
gion; which all canſpite 60 the defttuszer 
* any ſtate; ank the'tetmpor A Is — 
be found out to. Prop ĩt up fo 9 
dowofall is inevitable. S0. falfel a 

maxims which meaſure the welfare — na- 

tion by the abundance of its riches; arid for 
this Lappeal to-Univerfal Hiſtory x May 
you be wiſe now O ye kings l May you be 
learned ye that are judges of che earth 
Learned to know; that to ſerve the Lord 
with fear is your trueſt-wiſdom,? ad to put 
away: the wicked from before you the 
ſureſt way for yout' org to/be-:cſtabliſh'd 
in righteouſneſs? ' ; 21:19 iv 201 11 

Next, how — 50 er puedes 

ye nobles and wealthy ones of- the! earth, 
when the Lord ſhall enter into judgment 
with you, for that When he hath -enlarg'd' 
your coaſts, and given you more than a 
double portion of this world's goods, you 
have ſhew'd a greater inſenſibility of the 


benefits you have received than even the 


ox and the aſs,- and ſquandered away upon 
your luſts what was intruſted to you s 
ſtewards for the relief of the indigent. How 


do the wants of the poor cry againſt you, 
05 whoſe 


0 See Rollin on profane hiſtory. 
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11„2— bave wrong from 'thels - 
aaces, and thæir matrow Hut their bones; 


— — and tho they eat the bread 
nd, dein athe weg of nfliétien without 
wy thipgi-for, cheir comfort, ye ſay it ig 


better houſes for your dogs. than for them 


y 
b 
| 
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| 
ox, are the four quarters of the. world 


| 


rerhiy. your pleaſures and entertainmentꝭ 2 
b there any end to yout expence l Isi therc 


ell your thoughts? But if ſome of you 
66 0 bounds to your prodigality, how in- 
table is the avarice of many others, who, 
u che. midſt of immoderate- wealth, turn 
uleuſurers for more, or go on joining houſe 
b hauſe,. and land to land, till there be no 
pace for others, grinding. the face of the 
won, ↄppreſſing the. hireling in his wages, 
ad. their tenants) in their rents, and uhut- 
ing up the bowels of their compaſſion even 
Ma their needy relations, that they may 
acriiee, all to the golden calf which they 
have. ſet up in their hearts. What ſhall be 


kid 5 you, ye re miſers, , 


 Hihy 


enough Nn do not, many, of you build 


nnſacked for the ſupplies of your lutucy 
and pride !. How: i is invention rack d to di- 


uy. beginning to ybut ſeriouſneſs ? Nay is 
kriqumeſs allowed, in your houſes ? h (God 


(as) 
filthy idoliters !”A holy indignatisn "au 
riſe in every Chriſtian heart againſt you 
enemies to God and inan. You are a' ũſt. 
leſb burden on the earth that bears you; 
your life is a curſe and your death is 4 be. 
eßt to ſociety ; even charity itſelf Cant 
| hope any good concerning you, nor dare we 
ut our il ſpeak well of the covetous when 
God abhorreth. If it be poſſible for # co 
vetous perſon to convert, put away the'cirſe 
thing from you and repent, that we _ 
have haph of your falvation.  ''& © 
And hath not the” Lord a complaint 
a againſt you, O ye daughters of Ifrael] Je 
he ſtandeth up to plead with you allo, 
Hath he not cloathed you with beaüty, and 
made you the lovelyeſt part of his Work- 
manſhip, that you might be his pleafant 
plants, and bring forth fruit to his praiſe! 
How is it then that you have turned his 
goodneſs into the occaſion of your fin, and 
by an idolatrous kind" of 'ſelf-love lifted up 
your hearts in pride becauſe of your "beauty! 
Was vanity of dreſs difpleaſing to God in 
the Jewiſh women of old, * and is it leſs ſo in 
chriſtian women? Nay, do you not far ex- 
ceed them in coſtlyneſs and changeablenels 
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* See aiah 3 iii. 
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ther be ua langer any ſtandard of dreſs, a 


continuance in faſhion ; decking yourſelyes 
with, gold and jewels, and painting your- 
ſelyes in varions colours, that the men may. 
bow down and worſhip you, and thus 
ſpreading ſnares both for - yourſelves and 
them: But know of a truth, that your moſt 
comely ornament and beſt recommendation 
both with God and man is a meek and quiet 
ſpirit, and a heart principled with humility 
and grace; theſe will render you what you 
were deſign d to be, the glory and comfort 
of your huſbands, and their beſt of earthly 
bleflings z whereas inſtead of this, -what 
ſhame and ſorrow do manyof you bring upon 
them by your evil tongues and evil tempers 
How is the marriage ſtate evil ſpoken of 
becauſe of ſuch, and with too much cauſe 
dreaded by many, whilſt they behold-thoſe 
houſes, which ſhould be manſions of peace 
and love, fill'd with perpetual ſtrife and 
contradiftion ! Wherefore need I mention 
your boundleſs love of play and pleaſure, 
your vain aſſemblies, and the ſcandalous 
encouragement given by both ſexes to thea · 
tres and maſquerades, thoſe ſchools of naugh+ 
tineſs, which have corrupted the minds and 
moralof ſomany thouſands in . 

C3 Dr $ 


fur dead whilſt heliveth, dead to gfabe tht 


(( » 


I this to live as becbmietht the daigHtcr' ö 
Abrabum, 6r is not (He that Hbetti in plea 


dead to God! Be wile" now O yt Fatah 
ones, and harden! not" your hearts in this 
your day of viſitation; but forſake tlie vit 
ways and cuſtorns- of a ſinful world," i 
turn to the Lord with all your hearts." 
daughters of ' Urael' yas choſen this good 
gart, and are now on the way that leadeth 
to dion.— Give in your names to Chriſt, 2 
they have done, and follow their bright er 

aunples to glory; ſo ſhall ye become A 
in hie earth and afford a ſubje& for à ſong 
of Praiſe to to the angels in heaven. Such: 
change in you wi not fail to have A good 
effect on * men, at leaſt, if it does not cn- 
vert; it will condemn; and leave them With- 
out xbuſe, ſo that they ſhall not be able to 
charge the guilt of WE fin ons you à ſe- 
cond time. 1412 3 1 vol ha- 
noAnd/now am 1 confliaitied in love and 
duty to add a word in particular to thee O 
England my beloved country, and to thee 
O London my native place May the God 
of Jacob be your defence; and ſhower down 
the richeſt bleſſings: of his grace, and of his 
ER upon en haſt been a 


nation 


4 \ 
+ b 


tas) 
pation, highly. favour'd of God, preery 
and dehyexed by ditinguiſhing mercies, anc 
enlighten'd with the knowledee of his truth 
aboye many other nations. 0 who. can 
recount, all the Lord's viſitations of ; love 
towards; thee ? 80 great is the ſum of them! 
But, haſt, thou given in return correſpondent 
proofs of thy love towards him? are thy 
tokens ſuch whereby we may know. that 
dux people is the Lorg's people Alas! how 
ſhall J, who. am a ſinful member of a ſinful 
land, uncover thy nakedneſs and lay open 
thy ſhame?. And yet this is not a timę to 
cover hut to confeſs our ſin; and therefore 
bear with me in a few. queſtions. What 
are thy civil virtues? And what are thy 
moral virtues? And is thy Chriſtianity a- 
cording to. the ſtandard. 2 the ſanctuary? 
Are thy great men ſuch as prefer the publick 
good to their private intereſt, and act as be- 
cometh faithſul guardians. to the people, 
walking uprightly and ſpeaking righteouſly, 
deſpiſing the gain of oppteſſions, and ſhak- 
ing: their hands from holding of bribes? Or 
la many af them fall ſhort of virtuqus hea- 
thens in theſe things? Are thoſe that make 
the laws ſubject to the laws? Or does the 


— and figure af the offenders ſet them 
C 4 above 
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above thei! reach f Are/thy' riagiltrates : 
governors men fearm I adofning the 
doctrine of God our by a life and 
converſation becoming the goſpel of Chrif? 
Or does not the religion of our country, as 
to many of them, ſuffer thro their' ill ex- 
amples? Let thus far be anſwer d e 
mourning and lamentation ! ee 
But how ſtands morality with us? Does 
not luxury abound in the ſuperlative degree, 
and is not the ment of trade'pre- 
tended for a cover to dur pride 7 put ſay, 
will you plead for ſuch a degree or kind of it 
as needs vice for its ſupport ? O the de- 
ceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs ! How eraf- 
tily do we impoſe upon ourſelves by. gilding 
over a bad principle with a good name! Has 
not the love of pleaſure -baniſh'd the love 
of Gad from our hearts, and family religion 
from our houſes! Let practice teſtify. Are 
not the vain faſhions of France, even with 
French names to them, ſpread thro' the land, 
and our country dames turn'd into Madams? 
O how little of rural plainneſs and fimpli- 
city is now to be found in the country, ei- 
ther in dreſs or manners! How ſhall I be 
found faithful or deliver my own foul, if | 
paſs oyer in filence the groſſer mme 
an 


(625) 

and more crying ſins that abound in the 
ſtreets of our great metropolis, as rude 
abuſe, unmercifulneſs to the poor beaſts, 
drunkenneſs, ſenſuality, proſtitution and A 
the ſhocking profanations of God's holy 
name by vain oaths and horrid imprecations; 
and O thou ſcarlet fin of perjury, how doth 
our land mourn becauſe of thee! Let the 
vice which ought not to be named among 
Chriſtians be here lamented in filence ! And 
if chus great be the danger of infection 
from the open, many alſo are our perils 
from the 'whited fepulchre, for various are 
the baits of deceit in every way of dealing. 
What traps at court, what traps in trade, 

what traps in law, nay what traps in religion 

alſo, to make proſelytes to this or that 
church, and'in many a one's pretending to a 

faith which he hath —— preferment! | 
And fo artfully does the Fowler ſpread his 

nets both on the hill and in the plain, that 

the honeſt ſimple heart finds it hard indeed 
to eſcape, O England, are theſe the fruits 
of thy mercies, the fruits of thy deliverances, 
and the fruits of all thy bleſſings ? Look well 
do it, for the Lord is riſen to ſhake terribly 
the earth, and who knoweth how near the 
time of thy ſhaking may be! O repent and 


0 260 
turn ann Lord, and put wway the evil 
. Ty tl 
be thy ruin! 201. 62 enam cd 
Take in good n whats hes ffieid th 
- you, my dear countrymen; and. brethrem 
God knoweth how unwillingly J have taken 
up this office, and how I have been hum: 
bled ſince I enter d upon it, and am at this 
moment, under a deep ſenſe of my unwor- 
thineſs, and the remembrande ef my many 
and great offences; but the ſpirit of xeproof 
and ex hortation is upon me, and I cannct 
I. dare not reſiſt it, and therefore, as one 

who hath. in. a meaſure obtained mercy and 
grace, I exhortꝭ you with earneſtneſs, and! 
echort yqu with authority, to fles from the 
Wrath to came, by fleeing to the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the ſin of the world. 
Laſlly, To you that are goſpel profeſſot 
whether in the eſtabliſhment or. toleration, 
let a word be ſpoken in love. Infidelity is 
confeſſedly one of the crying fins of this 
nation, and much of the ungodlineſs we 
complain of is the fruit of this tree: but 
are all believers Chriſtians in deed and in 
truth? Are all that apply the promiſes to 
themſelves by the help of a luſty confidence 
1 to them? Are all that talk and di- 


11 1 diſtinguiſh 


(4) 


Mrigdifh/aboup Juſtification; juſtified? Arg 
Hlithatbouſtief the covenarit and che ele- 
tion, children of Abraham' s faith? Are alt 
that hold perfection perfect? Who will 
dare to'reprodeh' Chriſtianity with ſuc han 
affirmation? Know of à truth, that whats 
ever you believe ſcientifically only, is hot 
believing to the ſaving of the ſoul, for the 
true faith puriſies the heart. Know there- 
ſore, that if you have bitter envying and 
ſtrife in your hearts, you ought not to glory 
and lye againſt the truth.— Know that if 
jou live in > cg touſueſs and worldly mind- 
edneſs and after the fleſh, you ſhall die; 
believe what you will. Truſt not then ini 
lying words, faying, the temple of the Lord I 
the temple of the Lord are we! for if ye 
ate not the temple of the living God by the 
mdwelling of his ſpirit, ye are ſynagogues 
of Satan: and if ye are without holineſs; ye 
ſhall not ſee the Lord, nor indeed poflibly 
ean. Strive not one with another in zeal 
for particular forms, or in zeal againſt them, 
for an over-eagerneſs about theſe things ar- 
gues a mind too little engag'd in the weigh- 


tier matters of religion. I call you not all to a 
unity of practice in theſe things; come into 
it as you can, and in the mean time bear 

100 with 


os 


(28) 
with one another, giving diligent heed that 
you keep the unity of n 
of peace. 

Once e the loweſt: among our 
| Lord's ſervants. exhort you in much Chris 
ſtian affection, not to perplex yourſelves 
and others with doubtful diſputations, but 
ſeek to be pofleſs'd of the fubſtance of faith, 
as a living principle or root of the divine 
life in your ſouls, rather than of notions in 
the head concerning it. Frame not firſt to 
yourſelves opinions, and then ſearch the 
ſcriptures to ſupport your own conceits, by 
their authority; for this is to ſet up idols in 
your hearts, and to tempt God to . anſwer 
you according to your idols, and ſo making 
the ſcriptures to be a ſnare unto you. It is 
the ſpirit of God, and not our own invented 
meanings, or critical learning put into the 
letter, that makes it the word of life to us, 
— Thus the ſame ſcriptures may be to one 
but as the word of man, and to another 
the word of God. Laſtly, ceaſe from your 
own wiſdom, will and ways in things per- 
taining to God's ſpiritual Kingdom, that as 
his is the power, ſo may his be the glory; 
for a faith from him working by love, and 
his _ of love working true obedience in 


we 
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welfare of theſe nations. 


(2% 


bur hearts, ie done de ee ee, 


the Chriſtian which cannot be broken. 
I here conclude this well meant admoni- 
tion with my earneſt prayer to Almighty 
God, that from the ſerious confideration of 
his judgments now in the carthiwe 


may all 


learn righteouſneſs : that the Lord of all 


Lords will bleſs our gracious Sovereign, and 
all the royal family, and grant him a long 
and happy reign over us; that he will direct 
his counſels, and teach his ſenators wiſdom, 
more ef] at this time of public dan- 
ger and diſtreſs, that ſo all their conſulta- 
tions may be for the glory of God and the 
May the ſpirit of 
grace and truth reſt upon our biſhops and 
paſtors; and may all the people fear God, 
honour and obey the king, and live in Chri- 
ſian charity one with: 7 and let the 
reader ſay, Amen | 
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